
  

 

 

 

Guide for Authors 
 
ISOA would like to thank you for your interest in contributing to Stability Operations magazine. What follows are guidelines to publishing 
with the magazine. These rules are not meant to direct the nature of your article, but rather, are intended to outline the magazine 
publishing process. 
 
Please read over these guidelines carefully so that you and the magazine staff may publish the best version of your article possible. 
 

Submission Requirements 
 
Please ensure that magazine articles are:  

 800 to 1,200 words in length; 

 Academic and professional in style; 

 Submitted no later than the first day of the month preceding publication (i.e., due February 1 for the March-April issue); and 

 Submitted with a short title and sub-title; 

 Accompanied by a one-line biography of the author(s) not to exceed 100 words. 
 

Commercial Writing Style 
 
The magazine encourages contributions from companies and organizations that operate in complex environments. These articles 
provide fascinating insights into the realities of stability operations, disaster response, and development programs. 
 
Nevertheless, such articles should not be viewed as a form of advertisement. Contributors are kindly requested to avoid any outright 
advertisement of their program and/or company in any articles. While noting the success of a program and/or company is perfectly 
acceptable, we ask that such references only be made in such a way that relates to, and further supports the overall thesis of a 
submission. The name of a company or organization that the author is representing should be explicitly used no more than two or three 
times in an article. 
 

Academic Writing Style 
 
The magazine also encourages contributions from academics and policy-makers. Although the magazine is intended to be somewhat 
academic in tone, it is nevertheless designed to be a light, easy-to-read publication and is not peer-reviewed. Therefore, we ask that 
the following points be observed: 

 Footnotes/endnotes should be kept to an absolute minimum. Footnotes/endnotes should only be used where direct quotes are 
used (i.e., they should not be used to further expand on a point) and should be kept to no more than three to five per article, 
though the preference is for none at all. 

 Acronyms should also be kept to a minimum. That said, we accept that in this field of study, the high instance of acronyms 
leads to their usage being often unavoidable. 
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Editing and the Role of the Editors 
 
Please note that the editors of the magazine are responsible for final decisions regarding headlines, sub-headers, placement, 
photographs and content edits. Where significant edits are made to the content of an article (due to length or style) authors will be 
consulted prior to publication. 
 
Authors are asked to propose the title and sub-title for the submission, however it should be noted that titles and sub-titles remain 
within the discretion of the editors of the magazine, and may be edited for length. 
 

Photographs 
 
Authors are welcome and indeed encouraged to submit their own photographs, photographs for which they hold the copyright, or 
photographs that are appropriately attributed with appropriate usage rights. If photographs are submitted, they should be large and high 
quality (300 dpi or more) in .jpg or .png formats. Please also send all photos as files separate from your article to ensure quality. 
 
Please note that the magazine is not able to print photos under copyright by a newspaper or journal (i.e. AP, National Geographic, The 
Washington Post, etc.). 
 
It should again be noted that inclusion of any and all photographs remain within the discretion of the editors of the magazine. 
 

After Submitting Your Article 
 
After we have received an author’s article, the magazine editors will review the article for potential edits and revisions. Generally, there 
is a two-week period after the submission deadline for the editors to finalize the magazine and send it to the printers. While this may 
seem like a lengthy period, it is a tight schedule.  Therefore, we do not have the luxury of including every author on every decision 
concerning their article. However, we do attempt to keep the author as involved in the process as possible, particularly if major edits 
are required. 
 
If authors wish to see their article before it goes to print, such a request should be made by e-mail when the article is submitted and, as 
much as possible, the article should be submitted well ahead of the content deadline. This way, the magazine editors will have time to 
discuss their decisions with the author without jeopardizing the deadline.  
 

Government Contributors 
 
ISOA is aware of submission requirements within government entities and respects the requirements for the approval process before 
submission to the publication. Stability Operations magazine follows this publication procedure for all official government submissions: 

 ISOA will publish the content as submitted by the government agency with the exception of minor corrections defined as: 
o Spelling errors; and 
o Grammatical errors that pose particular problems for understanding by readers. 

 All suggested edits from ISOA editorial staff will be submitted to the submitting individual(s) for review and approval before 
going to print. 

 

Thank You! 
 
Once again, thank you for working with us. We look forward to your submission!   
 
For more information on the magazine, please visit the official Stability Operations magazine website. If you have any further questions, 
please contact us at ISOA@stability-operations.org.  

http://www.stability-operations.org/SOmagazine
mailto:ISOA@stability-operations.org

